The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is using research and data from the Mekong River Delta in Southeast Asia to compare restoration, conservation, and management efforts there with those done in other major river deltas, such as the Mississippi River Delta in the United States. The project provides a forum to engage regional partners in the Mekong Basin countries to share data and support local research efforts. Ultimately, Forecast Mekong will lead to more informed decisions about how to make the Mekong and Mississippi Deltas resilient in the face of climate change, economic stresses, and other impacts.
In its early phase, USGS work within the Mekong Delta focused primarily on five activities to help begin cooperative efforts:
• Sharing information and technology and collaborating with scientists working in similar deltas
• Generating sea-level rise scenarios for the Mekong Delta
• Showing how data can be integrated and visualized at broad scales • Developing satellite-based indices to monitor flooding and plant growth
• Providing downscaled climate change data to help predict environmental changes USGS produced a short video that addresses water quality, climate change, and the unique seasonal flow of the Mekong River. More importantly, the video shows the unintended consequences of water management scenarios in other river systems. What might be affected? Fisheries productivity, sediment loss, and increasing vulnerability to sea-level rise. 
Sea-level Rise

Satellite-Based Data
This map shows departure from baseline conditions by using the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index for the lower portion of the Mekong River Basin in April 2010. Orange and red colors represent vegetation density and vigor, which are below average for April. Scientists believe a drought in the region may be partially responsible for the patterns shown in this image. .
• 
Delta Research And Global Observation Network
Forecast Mekong activities are part of the U.S. Government's Lower Mekong Initiative and the USGS Delta Research and Global Observation Network (DRAGON). The DRAGON partnership is creating an international community of practice to share data on the great deltas and rivers of the world. By developing cooperative models and visualization tools, scientists will facilitate advancements in ecological forecasting and climate change science, which will help guide decisionmaking.
